invigorated by challenges.
But that is only part of our
goal. We are also dedicated to
producing graduates who are
equally focused on the health
and well-being of their com
munities, both locally and
globally. Accordingly, the
concepts of service learning
and civic responsibility have
become integral parts of a
Daemen education.

To Our Alumni and Friends:
“The mission of Daemen
College is to prepare students
for life and leadership in an
increasingly complex world.”
Those words comprise the
first line of the Daemen
College Mission Statement,
and they are, I believe, more
relevant today than when
they were first written. By
recognizing equal value in the
tradition of liberal studies as
well as excellent professional
programs, Daemen offers a
unique opportunity: prepar
ing graduates who are able
to think critically, and be

This can be seen in many ways,
such as in the participation
by students from all courses
of study in a wide range of
community service activities.
And, in the focused efforts of
students and faculty from the
social work, physician assistant,
education, and humanities
programs, who are making a
difference in the lives of the
residents of Buffalo’s SenecaBabcock neighborhood, where
Daemen has established a
Center for Community
Excellence.
Through the Center, more
than 100 Daemen College
students and faculty have
been providing much-needed
services, such as health care
screenings, tutoring, reading
programs, and introductory
computer skills, to residents
of this community.

There are, of course,
communities very much
like Seneca-Babcock in the
cities and towns where our
graduates build lives and
families - and where, in
many instances, they are also
having a positive impact on
the lives of others who are
less fortunate. Making a
difference. Taking the concept
of service learning out of the
classroom and into the world.
We are proud of our alumni
and these accomplishments,
and the role Daemen College
played through an emphasis
on service learning to help
place community service at
the forefront of their lives.

Martin J. Anisman
President, Daemen College
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Cover top: Daemen student Dawn Dolan, PA. ’03, works on a Habitat fo r Humanity rehab project benefiting a
local family. Below: Kevin Klostermann, PA.’01, a Marine reservist, during a clinic examination o f a child on a
humanitarian trip to Haiti. Inset: Baker Nsubuga, Business Administration ’04, Candyce Brown, History &
Government ’05, and Alexandra Strachan, English Teacher Certification ’06, enjoy a Community Service outing
serving the Fellowship o f the Disabled o f WNY.
Right: Lori Anken PA. ’03, and LoanAnh Bui PA. ’04 consult about a patient during a Students Without Borders
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where single-parent households com

Dismiss forever any notion that it’s
an ivory tower at Daemen College.

prise 80 percent of the population.
Where illiteracy is high. And where

Service learning initiatives here make

issues spanning drug and sex educa

it clear that Daemen is rock-solid in

tion, academic underachievement,

its commitment to “streetwise” learn

nutritional deficiencies and far more

ing and loyal to the college’s mission

are sorely in need of attention.

of elevating human dignity and fostering

In collaboration with the Seneca-

civic responsibility and compassion.

Babcock Community Center, Seneca-

A host of programs here demonstrate

Babcock Boys’ and Girls’ Club, Teen

Daemen’s belief that civic responsibility

Haven, and Seneca Street United

- one of the official core competencies

Methodist Church, some 130 Daemen

for all Daemen students - is not only
a challenge to which the college is

students are actively providing needed
kflEMEM: ^tfLLE’SE

dedicated, but a principle by which it

services to neighborhood residents.
Elementary school students are being

is guided.

RRRTMER5HIR

A high-profile example is Daemen’s

tutored. Health care is being adminis
tered. High school students are being

Community Center for Excellence in

mentored through the Daemen Liberty

Buffalo’s Seneca-Babcock neighborhood.

Partnership Office at South Park High

The five-year-old program, aided

School, where the drop-out rate is too

within the last year by a $ 6 0 0 ,0 0 0

high and student self-esteem too low.

grant from The Jo h n R. Oishei
Foundation, as well as operating
funding support from KeyBank USA,
the Providence Fund, and the U.S.
D epartm ent o f C om m erce, is a
w in/w in situation for D aem en
students and the community they’re
helping to develop.
“Educating students to save their

Babcock initiative allows students from
many academic disciplines to gain

communities is the most important

practical experience while simultane

thing we can do,” asserts Dr. Richard

ously improving the lives of a

S. Knaub, Executive Director of the

community

From top: 1. Cheryl Bird, Seneca-Babcock
Community Coordinator. 2. At the Seneca
Street Methodist Church After School
Program: Daemen students Sister Annunciata
ChaCha (standing), Social Work ’04, Jennifer
Hampton (foreground), Psychology ’05, and
Sybill Lilley (background), Childhood-Special
Education ’04, are seated around Krystle
Webb (in Santa hat), and Brandi Cuddihy. 3.
Partnership Office sign. 4. Children enjoying
the Seneca-Babcock Community Center
Preschool Program.

Center for Sustainable Communities
and C ivic E ngag em en t
(CSCCE). The Seneca-
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At THe Heart of
“Daemen College has made service

Students Without Borders

learning a part of its soul,” explains

Partnership and community spirit

Dr. Edwin G. Clausen, Vice President

extend far beyond the Daemen

& Dean of Academic Affairs at Daemen.

campus and South Buffalo. Consider

“Thinking of the community is part of

the work being done, for example,

the rhythm of your life. It should be

under a Daemen program called

something you think about and are

Students Without Borders (SWOB).

always conscious of.”
Community consciousness forms

Begun three years ago, SWOB coordi
nates periodic visits by Daemen

the underpinnings of the Seneca-

physician assistant students, as well

Babcock program, as well as other

as those majoring in education,

service learning initiatives in which

nursing, social work, art and other

the college is involved. Dr. Timothy

areas, to the Dominican Republic.

Callan, Community Relations Director
for CSCCE, which is guided by a 32member Advisory Board, acknowledges
that “we don’t have to be doing this.”
His point is that there’s a genuine
belief on the part of the Daemen
College community that students,
faculty and others should give back
and help communities become
sustainable sectors of the world in
which we live and work.
“Daemen is doing this because
it’s the right thing to do,” says Dr.
Callan. “Government is not the
answer to these problems and
cannot provide the solutions.”
Dr. Knaub hastens to point out
that it’s “never about the money, it’s
about the project. This is key, because

In 2001 and 2002, more than 20
students went there to provide desper
ately needed health care to an indigent
community in the town of Progreso
Dos, notes Gregg Shutts, Assistant
Professor and Chair of the Physician
Assistant Department. “Our P.A.
students, most in their last year here,
received valuable experience dealing
with everything from dehydration
to diabetes to seizure disorders and
infectious diseases. Students see
diseases there they’ll never see in
the United States.”
One physician assistant major,
Mike Ungerland ’04, president of
SWOB, remarked, “I’ve gained
invaluable knowledge in assisting
with patient treatment. We helped
treat a variety of cases in the town

if you have a good project, including

of Progreso Dos, just outside San

a real community partnership and

Pedro. Patients traveled miles across

measurable outcomes, you can get the

the island to be seen by our clinic.

money. This is the civic engagement

Some even came from Haiti.”

part. The community must formulate
the partnership.”

Ungerland added that Daemen
art/design and art education students
are developing plans to paint

the side of the clinic with various
community members. They’re also
planning to present educational
programs at a local elementary school.
Tim Dolan ’04, another Daemen
physician assistant major, says
his Dominican Republic experiences

murals on
Pictured from top: 1. A family dwelling in the
Dominican Republic. 2. Mike Ungerland
and local resident. 3. Dominican
children in line for medical
examinations.
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“were extremely humbling. Of all
the problems I encounter here (in the
U.S.), they are nothing compared to
the lives of the Dominican people.
They are giving, warm, inviting, and
thrilled that we were there for them.
What I brought back with me was an
enormous sense of humility, pride,
and confidence in my abilities as a

“The kids fight
over which tutor they want, and are
often seen hugging them,” notes Dr.

campus because they say they want

Knaub, who believes Daemen’s is the

to go here someday, just like their tutors.

only center for urban sustainability in

Every time we find a kid who wants to

the country. “These fifth and sixth

go to college, we’ve broken the cycle. It’s

graders can’t wait to visit Daemen’s

little things like this that are going on

I

future medical practitioner,” says
Dolan, who even assisted on a breast

every day. Also, people assume it’s white
students going into black neighbor
hoods, but it’s the other way around.”

biopsy. “I owe that to the people of

Dr. Knaub points out that this past

the Dominican Republic. They
allowed me to truly experience the

spring, an intern who participated in

depths of my humanity.”

Daemen’s Liberty Partnership Program
(which provides academic and social

Humanity, caring about others
and doing something about it, is at

support to at-risk Buffalo students), and

the core of service learning at Daemen

who originally wanted to be a math edu
cation major, may now switch to a new

College. “We want students to think

ST'

creatively about problems, and ask,

degree program that, if confirmed, will

‘What can my role be to provide

be called Sustainable Community

dignity and respect to communities?’”

Development. Last August, the first

states Vice President Clausen. “You

group of Seneca-Babcock youths from

need to have mass participation for

the Liberty Partnership is now at Erie

programs like Seneca-Babcock to be

Community College (ECC). And,

successful.”
Full participation is the rudder
guiding the Seneca-Babcock initiative
to succeed. Cheryl Bird, Daemen’s
Seneca-Babcock on-site community

Daemen already has a coalition forged
Mfei
«*>

with community representatives from
Buffalo’s Lower West Side poised to be
the next Center for Excellence.
This second community partnership,

coordinator, organized an empower

in the Massachusetts Avenue-Connecticut

ment team that brings representatives

Street corridor on Buffalo’s West Side,

from all five agencies (Boys’ and

includes the West Side Community

Girls’ Club, Teen Haven, Seneca

Collaborative (a grouping of community

Street United Methodist Church,

agencies, block clubs, residents, and edu

Seneca-Babcock Community Center and

cational institutions), the Massachusetts

Daemen) together to meet monthly with

Avenue Project, West Side Neighborhood

student leaders and program adminis

Housing Services, and West Side

trators to plan and share feedback.
This team coordinates an after
school program, where Daemen
students, overseen by the on-site
coordinator, provide tutoring, mentor
ing and other services, maintaining
continuous relationships with specific
students.

Pictured on a recent trip to the Dominican
Republic, from top: 1. Ray Montanaro,? A.’02,
Kara Woods, PA.’02, PA. Student of the Year,
’02, and Allyson Kirk, Asst. Professor Advisor
to SWOB. 2. Kate Bryant, PA. ’04, President of
the PA. Student Society, and Bruce Bassity, PA.
’02, who enrolled at Daemen after a career in
alcohol abuse counseling. 3. Daniel Cronin,
PA.’02, Valedictorian, currently an Orthopedic
PA. at Beth Israel Hospital in NYC.

illiteracy and after-school
programs. Physician assistant and
room expenence.
By way of example, Dr. Sankoh

nursing students deal with preventive

Community Services. In April 2003,

Babcock, but at Erie County Medical

the Center and the Collaborative, with

students working in Seneca-Babcock

Center, Buffalo Women’s and

funding from Local Initiatives Support

help with problems pertaining to drugs,

Children’s Hospital, Kaleida Health

Corporation, anticipate opening a

poverty, and teen pregnancy Education

System, local nursing homes, and

storefront office on Connecticut Street

students use their skills to help with

elsewhere.
“Our goal is to empower them,”

ing service learning students in the

says Dr. Sankoh, noting that “we

community.

don’t expect to be in Seneca-Babcock

“I believe Buffalo has the best

communities achieve their own

of the future,” Dr. Knaub foresees.

sustainability.

people looking at Buffalo and saying,
‘That’s the way we should be.’”

X3 m
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forever,” since the aim is to help

chance of being the sustainable city
“Twenty-five years from now, I want
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health activities, not only in Seneca-

points out that Daemen social work

that will serve as a base for coordinat

CO

Add all this Daemen/community
service activity up and it ties in
strategically with the college’s long
standing traditions and core values

Students Volunteer Community W ide

upon which the original Rosary Hill

Service learning is spreading like

College was founded in 1947.

good cheer throughout the Daemen

Daemen students “will be comfortable

community, Western New York, and

with diversity and will recognize the

the world. Dr. Joseph Sankoh,

importance of a global perspective,”

Assistant Professor of History &

the Daemen College Mission

Government and Director of Service

Statement declares. “Assisted by a

Learning, notes that 70 percent of

supportive faculty, Daemen students

£

LO

Daemen students are involved in some

are encouraged to pursue goals

So
Vi

form of community service. Last year

beyond their initial expectations,

alone they collectively put in 40,000

to respond to academic challenges,

volunteer hours. In fact, Daemen

and to develop habits of mind

College has received state and national

that enrich their lives and their

awards, including a Points of Light

community.”

National Service Award in 1998 for

<D

o

By Paul Chimera

outstanding service to the community.
“Service learning has an academic

w c

content - there’s a distinction between

w JEP

community service and service learn
ing,” explains Dr. Sankoh. “It has moved
from community service to service
learning because we want service
learning to be in the curriculum. It
has become a graduation requirement,
which indicates 'our commitment to
working with the community. Service
learning is an extension of the class

Pictured from top: 1. Daemen student Iyanna
Nelson, Elementary-Special Education ’03
supervising play time at Vive La Casa. 2. Daemen
student Kisma Stephens, Psychology ’05 at
the Fellowship of the Disabled of WNY
picnic in Grand Island. 3. Phillip Joseph
Tudisco, Natural Science-PT. ’0 7 and Dave
Kibby, Biology ’0 6 , Daemen students, at the
Arthritis Foundation Jingle Bell Run.

Paula Justin has been named Alumni

(Routledge, 2002). Dr. Kelley’s study

Relations Program

shows how the major intellectual move

Assistant. She is also

ments of the modem world, such as

the receptionist at

Orientalism and romantic nationalism,

Rosary Hall. Previously,

become infused with the category of race.

she worked at Primary
Care of WNY, a family

He then traces the processes through
which racially-grounded thinking has

practice consisting of

influenced modem biblical scholarship.

five doctors. Prior to
that position, she

range of current debate, from critical race

served as a self-described “Domestic
Engineer,” when she raised and cared for
her husband and two sons for 12 years.

IRVINE

WELSH’S

Trainspotting

Racializing Jesus incorporates a wide
theory to the relationship between German
existentialist philosopher Martin
Heidegger and National Socialism, giving
BY

students and scholars of biblical studies a

ROBERT

A.

MORACE

keen awareness of the subtle ways in
which racial thinking has permeated their
discipline, and encouraging them to create
new modes of biblical analysis.

Susan E. Kemer has been named
assistant director of residence life. Kemer
was most recently residence manager for

detailed drug and heroin abuse problems
in his native Edinburgh in the 1980s.
“Welsh is the

Americorps in Denver, Colorado. She

most influential

holds a master of science degree in com
munity counseling from Gannon

writer of the 1990s
in Great Britain,”

University, and a bachelor of science

Dr. Morace points

degree in business administration from

out. “He is in the

Robert Morris College.

vanguard of

Reporting to the

Scottish writers -

director of residence
life, Kemer will be

he gave a voice to
the voiceless. In the

responsible for the
residence hall assign
ments of approxi
mately 600 students
in eight residence
halls at Daemen, as
well as the administration of the policies

Dr. Shawn J.
Kelley, Associate

of the Daemen Office of Residence Life.

Professor of Philosophy

Dr. Robert A. Morace, Professor of

and Religious Studies,

English, Department Chair, has published

has published
Racializing Jesus: Race,

Irvine Welsh’s Trainspotting, an analysis of
the Scottish novel Trainspotting. Dr.

Ideology and the

Morace’s work is part of a series of short

Formation of Modem

books on contemporary novels published

Biblical Scholarship

by Continuum Press. Welsh’s novel

process, he helped revive Scottish and
British literature.”
Additional Books and Published
Works by Robert A. Morace:
John Gardner: Critical Perspectives
Edited by Robert A. Morace and
Kathryn VanSpanckeren
Southern Illinois University Press, 1982
John Gardner: An Annotated Secondary
Bibliography
Garland Publishing, Inc., 1984
The Dialogic Novels of Malcolm Bradbury
and David Lodge
Southern Illinois University Press, 1989

Kimberly M. Pagano has been promot

relations, he will be responsible for

the team as an

ed to Director of Orientation & Transition

managing key relationships with Daemen

Assistant in the

Services for the Office of Enrollment

donors and potential donors. This will

Publications

Management. She has been with Daemen

include conducting monthly cultivation,

Department.

solicitation and

Previously she

Office of Admissions in 1992, and later pro

stewardship visits;

worked in the

moted to Assistant Director/Events

managing prospect

Admissions

Coordinator.

assignments, and

Office as a Data

movement of major

Coordinator and

for 10 years, starting as a counselor with the

Her new responsi
bilities include organ

donor prospects;

Supervisor of work-study students.

izing all orientation

working closely to

Before returning to Daemen, Pam

programs - including

identify major gift

owned her own business and worked

programs for trans

prospects, and devel

as a balloon artist decorating weddings

fers, freshmen, par

oping successful strategies for cultivating

and banquets both locally and out-of-

ents and Welcome

relationships. Stoddard will also assist in

town. Most recendy she worked in

Back Weekend. Last

setting major gift goals and objectives.

the Graphic Design field, and we are
looking forward to seeing her creativity

January Pagano
organized Daemen’s first Spring

Stacey R. Thompson has been named

Orientation for students. She will also be

Tele-Education Program Coordinator.

responsible for recruiting, selecting, and

Thompson was most recently director of

training Daemen student ambassadors and

instructional and

orientation leaders; initiating and coordi

informational studies

nating the development of campus-wide

for Canisius High

student leadership programs; and coordi

School in Buffalo,

nating undergraduate and graduate Open

where he was

House programs.

responsible for
overall information

In addition, she will work with the

processing, including

Retention Committee on developing pro

administrative data

grams and services designed to enhance
students’ transition, retention and academ

processing, academic computing, distance

ic success at the college; develop special

learning, and telephone services and data

programs for commuter students; and ini

administration.

tiate a campus-wide employee and student

In his new position, Thompson will be

worker “Quality Service Training

responsible for developing and coordinating

Program.”

new educational teleconferencing programs

This year, Pagano is also the publica
tions chair for the National Orientation

at work here.

Faculty & S ta ff N otes
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at Daemen, and then marketing them to
high schools and professional education

Directors Association (NODA) Region IX

constituencies throughout Western New

Conference in New Hampshire.

York. Prior to his position with Canisius
High School, Thompson was technical

Jerald M. Stoddard,

following a

long career with M&T Bank, has joined

training/project manager for Bausch &
Lomb in Rochester.

the Daemen College Office of External
Relations as a major gifts officer.

Pamela R. Ward is a returning staff

Reporting to the vice president for external

member of Daemen College and has joined
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New H ealth
C are Studies
Program
Daemen College has announced
the accreditation of a new Bachelor
of Science (B.S.) degree in Health
Care Studies, offering professional
training concentrations in commu
nity health, complementary and
alternative health care practices,
and health and fitness training.
The B.S. in Health Care Studies is
an interdisciplinary degree program
that combines contemporary
studies in health-related areas with
comprehensive coursework in the
liberal arts and behavioral, social,
natural and health sciences.

Our
mission is to
prepare students
to become knowl
edgeable, adaptable,
reflective and serviceoriented professionals,” said Dr.
Keith Taylor, dean of Daemen’s
Division of Health
and Human.
Services. “Our
goal is to ensure
that our graduates have a lifelong
commitment to providing a holistic
approach to health care, prevention
and wellness.”
To ensure that the goal is met,
the B.S. program provides students
with a strong background in the
physiological, psychological, socio
logical, behavioral, and business

aspects
of the U.S.
health care
system.
Students of
the Health Care
Studies Program are pro
vided with service-learning
opportuni
ties during
the course of
their studies,
in addition to a professional internship
within their field of interest.
“By allowing our students to
put theory into practice, they will
be better prepared to meet the everchanging demands of our health care
system and the medical advances
within the scientific community,”
Dr. Taylor added.

Elizabeth A. Schaflstall Nam ed D irector o f H ealth
Care Studies Program
Elizabeth A. Schaffstall has been
named director of Daemen’s new
Health Care Studies Program. Most
recently, she founded and was sole
proprietor of the Willow Creek
Holistic Health Center in West
Seneca. Schaffstall holds both a
Bachelor of Science degree and a
Master’s of Business Administration,
with concentrations in accounting
and health care administration.
Both degrees are from the State
University of New York at Buffalo.
As founder of the Willow
Creek Center, Schaffstall recruited,
hired, and managed a staff of pro
fessionals who provided services
including yoga, massage, reflexolo

gy, meditation, Reiki, and life
coaching.
Prior to this, as a member of
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP’s
tax management team, Schaffstall
conducted seminars with 100+
participants across the United
States on stock option and retire
ment planning, tax legislation,
and insurance and investment
planning.
Additional information about
the Daemen College Health Care
Studies Degree Program can be
obtained on the Daemen website,
www.daemen.edu, or by contacting
the Daemen Office of Admissions
at 716/839-8225.

Recent Guest Speakers at Daemen
Robin Gerber,
Author of
“Leadership
the Eleanor
Roosevelt Way5’

Ice-T, Rapper,
Actor, & Social
Commentator
Ice-T, who released a string of
groundbreaking West Coast rap
records in the early 1990s, deliv
ered a free-form presentation to
a capacity crowd in Wick Center
November 4. In remarks that
lasted over an hour - often elicit
ing laughter - the former rapper,
currently in his fourth season
with the cast of Law & Order:
Special Victims Unit, regaled the
Daemen audience with a mixture
of real-life stories from his past, in
addition to thoughts and opinions
on current events. A question-andanswer period ^nd a half-hour for
autographs followed.

Robin Gerber, senior scholar at the
Academy of Leadership, University
of Maryland, national commentator
on women’s leadership and other
political issues, and author of
Leadership
the Eleanor
Roosevelt Way:
Timeless
Strategies from
the First Lady
o f Courage,
spoke at
Daemen
October 23.
In remarks
and anecdotes
drawn from her new book, Gerber
talked about the values and beliefs
that were instrumental in shaping
the life of Roosevelt, arguably the
single most influential woman of
the 20th century. Additionally,
Gerber clearly made her point for
the need for women to take greater
leadership roles by drawing on
Eleanor Roosevelt’s remarkable
achievements - and in the former
first lady’s own words: “Find your
leadership passion and follow it.
Never stop learning. Focus on your
ability, your talent, your strengths.”

A frequent contributor to
the opinion pages of USA Today,
Gerber has also been published
in The Washington Post, Newsday,
The Baltimore Sun, The Philadelphia
Inquirer, and The Christian Science
Monitor. She has appeared on
“The Newshour With Jim Lehrer,”
and dozens of radio news/talk
shows, and is a frequent speaker
at national conferences, where she
leads workshops and seminars on
women’s leadership development.
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Don Silveri Knew
EariyOnHeWks
Destined to Coadi
By Paul Chimera
How many people are truly able
to realize a life-long career dream?
Sadly, not very many. But there
are exceptions, and one shining
example is Don Silveri, Daemen’s
Director of Athletics and coach
for more than 14 years now.
“I knew in high school that I
always wanted to be a basketball
coach,” says Silveri, who lives with
his wife, Donna, in Hamburg, NY,
and holds bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in physical education and
student personnel administration,
respectively. “I played basketball
and baseball at Frontier Central.
I love the interaction with studentathletes, getting to help mold them
through graduation. It’s a great
feeling, and I love competition.”
Silveri’s late father was his main
inspiration, he explains, as he was
always a good athlete who himself
had dreams of one day getting into

10

coaching. Unfortunately, that never
happened; he made his living as a
carpenter instead. But his support of
his son helped hammer out Silveri’s
direction toward coaching sports
and teaching.
Silveri also credits outstanding
high school and college coaches to
further teach him game techniques
and help solidify his goal of becoming
a professional coach. His connection
with the game of basketball spans an
assistant coaching stint with the
men’s team at Buffalo State College
and head coach of Erie Community
College’s (ECC) team, while also in
charge of recreation for all three
ECC campuses.
Silveri first worked in academic
advisement when he joined Daemen
in 1989, then became athletics
director and coach in 1999. It was
a crowning moment in his life-long
desire to be immersed in sports.
“The camaraderie and kinship
you develop with the athletes, other
coaches, and fans - it’s fun!” he
enthuses. “It’s taken me all over to coaching the Jamaica National
Basketball Team 12 years ago, to
summer coaching of the Superior
Basketball League in Puerto Rico,
to South America and other places.
I’ve been paid to see a lot of the
world. It’s been a great experience.”
Part of that world he’s gotten to
visit includes Branson, Missouri,
when, for the first time in Daemen
College history, the men’s basketball
team competed in the national tour
nament there in 2000, under Silveri’s
able coaching. In fact, since he
joined the Daemen community,
sports has grown substantially.
“It’s been so gratifying to build
this athletic program from two to
eight sports, and from 30 to 100
student-athletes,” he declares with

well-deserved pride. “It’s been so
rewarding to see it grow. It’s been fun
putting it all together.”
At the heart of Silveri’s drive and
determination as a coach and athletics
director is his long love of teaching
and the importance he puts on it.
Both his daughters, Leah and Terra,
are teachers. His wife, Donna, is
second in command at Kaufmann’s
department store at McKinley Mall.
“I’m very high on the team this
year. I really like this team - their
work ethic,” Silveri notes. “I love to
teach, I love the interaction with
people and watching them grow. It’s all
part of the learning process.”
“And I can’t wait to get up in the
morning! I love the preparation.
That’s always been exciting to me. I
don’t think I’ve ever had a team that
didn’t play hard. It’s such a great
compliment when someone tells me
how hard my team played.”
When Coach Silveri isn’t on the
court or handling the many responsibil
ities involved as Director of Athletics from intercollegiate and intramural
sports, work-study programs for
student-athletes and much more he indulges his passion for golf. And
no surprise here, playing basketball
himself! He and some athletic-minded
cronies play a spirited game of hoops
twice a week on campus. And, he was
part of the Buffalo Masters squad that
took first place two years ago in the
50-and-over Master’s Tournament at
the University at Buffalo.
Then, just a few months ago,
another unique victory: Silveri became
a grandfather for the first time!
All the while, his love of sports,
young learners in general, and basket
ball in particular, continues to grow.
“It’s gotten better as I’ve gotten older,”
Silveri declares.

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

DAEMEN COLLEGE
ANNUAL FUND OFFICE
4380 MAIN ST
AMHERST NY 14226-3592

14226359280

Annual Fund Campaign
Enclosed is my gift for the Annual Fund:

□ $1000
My gift is

□ $500
G $100 □ $50
□ Other $___________________
□ in memory of______________________
□ in honor of______________________
Name

Nam e

G My check is enclosed (Payable to Daemen College)
Please charge my credit card: G Visa G MasterCard
Card Number: ______ ______ ______ ______ Expiration Date: ______ /______
Signature:______________________________________________________________________ _____________
Name:______________________________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________City:____________ State:______ Zip Code:__________
Email:_____________________________ Home Phone:________________ Work Phone:___________________
When you make a gift in memory or in honor of a friend or relative, Daemen College will acknowledge your
gift and notify those you designate. The amount of your gift will not be disclosed unless you request it.
Notify:

Name (Mr., Ms., Miss, M rs.)_________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
C ity:_________________________________________ State:_____________ Zip Code:_________________
G Please send me information about including Daemen College in my will.
□ Please send me information about the Founders Walkway.
G I work for a company that will match my gift.
Employer

'aem en College, and before that, Rosary H ill College,
exists to help prepare young adults to assum e enlightened roles in our society. We need your support
and help even m ore now, as we aspire to reach a higher level of excellence.
I know we can count on each of you.
Dr. Martin J. Anisman, President

Justin Maly: A“Regular Guy” Who Loves Basketball
By Paul Chimera

“He’s the hardest worker I’ve
ever coached!” complimented
Don Silveri, Daemen’s Director of
Athletics and coach of the men’s
basketball team. He was gloating
justifiably about Justin Maly, 22, a
senior history major at Daemen
and forward on the basketball
team, which he’s been on all four
years of his education here.
Justin, who lives in Sloan, New
York, an eastern suburb of Buffalo,
is a graduate of John E Kennedy
High School in nearby Cheektowaga,
and says he was “brought up” with
a love of the game of basketball.
“I played often in the park,
and my dad played in high school,”
says Justin, explaining why it was
basketball and not bowling or
some other recreational pursuit
that became his passion. “Everyone
has an individual style,” he notes
in pointing out that each player
brings his own unique brand of
gamesmanship to the court. Justin
describes his style as being a team
player.
Indeed, it’s the team spirit
itself that makes it all so enjoyable
for him. “I like my teammates,
their different characteristics, their
different personalities,” he says.
“It’s fun!”
It has also been an example of
real personal achievement. Justin
originally joined the team as a
“walk on,” but after two years
garnered a basketball scholarship
that defrays half his tuition. It
gives new meaning to the term,
“He shoots, he scores!”

When he came to Daemen
College, Justin notes he had no
real idea precisely what he wanted
to do after high school - a revela
tion hardly uncommon. What one
wants to do with the rest of his or
her life isn’t often crystal clear at
age 18 or 19.
He’d been encouraged to study
physical therapy, a field in which
Daemen has an excellent reputa
tion. But he says he didn't find it
as satisfying as he’d hoped, while
soon discovering that American
history struck a more responsive
chord in him.
Now with his sights set on
graduating this May with a degree
in history, Justin plans to teach,
though the school employing him
is likely to be in Massachusetts.
“My girlfriend, who also went
to Daemen, is now working in
Worcester, Massachusetts,” Justin
explained. Her major? Physical
therapy.
Justin admits it’s been a real
challenge balancing his commit
ment to the team with his obliga
tion to his studies. Frequently
he’s cracked open the books while
riding the bus to games, or in the
hotel. “It gets hectic, especially
around exams,” he says.
When he’s not cramming for
finals or rebounding under the
net, Justin enjoys video games
and weightlifting. “Weight training
helps a lot. It gives you the mental
ity that you’re stronger than the
other people, as well as actually
building your strength,” he asserts.

“But mainly I’m just a regular guy.”
Most would argue, however,
that being close to a degree from
Daemen College, excelling in bas
ketball, and landing a scholarship,
makes this young man far more
than just a “regular guy.”
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Skolen Continues Long Love of
Sports as Women!» Basketball Coach
Dave Skolen, a 1990 Daemen
College graduate who majored in
mathematics, may not be directly
using his knowledge of algebra,
geometry, or trigonometry in his
present position. But the discipline
and analytical skills he acquired
are also not lost on the basket
ball court.
As coach of the women’s
basketball team here, as well as
the college’s Sports Information
Director (SID), Skolen says he is
sometimes kidded by his players
for focusing so intently on game
statistics. “You can apply math
principles to a lot of different
things,” reasons the 34-year-old
Orchard Park resident, who also
holds a master’s degree in mathe
matics education.
A math background may be
indirectly applicable to his work in
sports information and coaching,
but Skolen’s experience in academic
advisement at Daemen finds a
more direct correlation to the skills
needed for successful coaching.
Following two years as a math
teacher in a local elementary school
after graduating from Daemen,
he served as a high school math
teacher while also coaching the
Daemen men’s basketball team
part time, working with coach Don
Silveri. The time commitment and
logistics made it difficult to do both,
so in 1992/93 he landed a full time
position here, handling academic
advisement and coaching duties.
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“My background in student
advisement helps me a lot in being
able to keep track of what players
do and what they’re supposed to be
doing academically,” says Skolen,
who credits his father with instill
ing a love of sports in him from an
early age. “In advisement, you need
to know a little bit about every
thing, and that’s helped me.”
Knowing something about a
wide range of areas is also useful to
Skolen’s sports information respon
sibilities. “A lot of things fall in my
lap,” he explains, quick to note
that it can be a highly challenging
position, and that sometimes “there
are not enough hours in the day!”
As Daemen’s SID, he’s responsi
ble for keeping stats on different
teams and programs, handling
sports-related webpage communi
cations, and news media relations,
among other duties. Working
with the sports press in Western
New York is not exactly a slam-dunk,
he admits, since sports coverage
by the bigger news outlets tends
to focus on Division I and other
amateur and professional contests
over Daemen’s athletic niche.
“We don’t get that much cover
age, but we keep trying,” he asserts
with conviction.
This is Skolen’s 10th year of
coaching. “I really didn’t know
what to expect,” he admits when
he first joined the Daemen sports
arena full time. But now the cam
pus community expects big things

from him and his team, and they
haven’t been disappointed.
Over the past seven years, the
team has averaged 21 wins a season.
In the ’95/96 and ’96/97 seasons,
they won their conference and
went to a prestigious national
tournament in Jackson, Tennessee.
“One year we played in front of
5,000 people,” Skolen recalls.
“It was exciting! A very different
experience.”
Skolen, whose father always
championed spectator sports and
was even his coach in grammar
school, tells his players to play
hard and play smart.
“I ask them to be the best they
can. There’s no question I’m a very
competitive person,” says the 6-ft.,
5-in. Skolen, who himself has been
a highly successful participant in
the annual Gus Macker Basketball
Tournament in Buffalo since the
tradition started. “I want to win,
but the main goal is to do your
best. And to do that people have to
be prepared, including in the off
season. The whole experience of
being on the team can make them
better people.”
By Paul Chimera

By Paul Chimera

It’s probably no exaggeration to say
that basketball is Laura Bonnell’s
life. Oh, not entirely, of course. But
this 21-year-old captain of Daemen’s
women’s basketball team, the Lady
Warriors, spends a great deal of
time on the sport she's excelled at
for years.
In fact, Bonnell, who graduated
in December with a degree in
elementary education/special
education, plans to attend graduate
school at Daemen “so I can contin
ue with basketball.”
Bonnell received a letter of
interest from coach Dave Skolen
at the end of her junior year of
high school in Elmira, New York,
and the two began talking more
seriously by the
end of her senior
year. She played
junior varsity in
8th and 9th
grade, and varsity
her sophomore,
junior and senior
years before col
lege. She was
named All Twin
Tiers her senior
year and All State
in her junior and senior years.
When she eventually came to
Amherst to visit Daemen College
and watch a game, “I liked every
thing about it,” she remembers.
Bonnell states that she loves her
role on the Daemen team, which is
to distribute the ball to the scorers.
“There’s no better feeling,” she
believes, “than making a nice pass
and having thé person on the other

end of the pass score. The best
thing about being on the team is
the connections you make. Coming
to a new place was hard as a fresh
man, but being on a team gives
you eleven to fourteen instant
friends.”
One of her greatest friends and
inspirations was the late Joel
Stephens, a former athlete also
from Elmira who was a good friend
of her cousin. “He was amazing at
football, basketball, and baseball. I
was younger when he was in high
school but we always went and
watched my cousin play, so I
always got to see Joel play,” she
reminisces.
“He was my role model because
he was excellent and always carried
himself in a respectful manner.”
Stephens was drafted by the
Baltimore Orioles out of high
school and went straight to their
farm system. Bonnell followed his
stats the whole time. And he
became her inspiration when, a few
years later, he was diagnosed with
colon cancer. Sadly, he passed away
about ten months after the diagno
sis was made.
“He was my hero and inspira
tion because of the way he handled
the disease. He was a true inspira
tion to our whole town.”
Bonnell explains that basketball
takes a lot of work and that prac
ticing in the off-season is just as
crucial. “My family, especially my
father, is the reason I’ve been suc
cessful at this sport. My dad and
brother taught me everything and
worked with me all the time,”

she acknowledges. “My mom was
always there to cheer me on and
give me a hug after the good games
and especially after the bad ones.”
Bonnell substitute teaches at
home during breaks from school,
and lifeguards in the summer. She
plans on earning a master’s degree
and hopes to get a teaching job in
the fall. Speaking highly of her
teammates, she says: “We live
together, we eat together, we
travel together, and some of us
take classes together. It’s hard
being away from my family but
having these girls around makes
it so much easier.”

Rosary Hill
Alumna Donates
Artwork
Daemen College was pleased to
host a 40-year retrospective art
exhibition of 1963 Rosary Hill
College alumna Anne Steffan
Gunderman in the Fannette
Goldman/Carolyn Greenfield Gallery
on the Daemen College campus last
November. Anne was also honored
in 2002 with the Daemen College/
Rosary Hill Alumni Association’s
Excellence in Career Award.
Anne’s artwork has been seen
in the National Women’s Hall of
Fame, the Hockey Hall of Fame,
the Women’s Pavilion 2001, and in
numerous non-profit institutions,
universities, and corporations
across Western New York. In

addition, Anne maintains studios
in Buffalo, N Y and Florida. Her
40-year retrospective was a culmi
nation of her accomplishments in
painting, sculpture, poetry and
printmaking.
A centerpiece of the exhibition
was a work of art produced by
Anne in 1973 entitled “Madonna
(with broken Rosary).” Daemen
College was fortunate to benefit
from Anne’s generosity with her
donation of a reproduction of this
painting, to be placed in historic

Rosary Hall. In addition, Anne has
partnered with the College to offer
College alumni and friends the
opportunity to purchase their own
reproduction of this painting, with
proceeds to benefit Daemen College.
If you are interested in purchasing
a framed copy of the “Madonna,”
please contact the Office of Develop
ment at (716) 839-8364, or use the
order form on pg. 15 and return it
to: Daemen College, Office of
Development, 4380 Main Street,
Amherst, N Y 14226.

THE ARTIST HAS A “MIND’S EYE”
THAT’S ALWAYS OPEN WIDE
TO PAINT WHAT UES WITHIN HER
FROM DEEP DOWN FAR INSIDE

A CAPE OF BLUE SURROUNDS HER
AND GIVES A GENTLE FLOW
THE LADYS CHOSEN COLOR
FOR ALL THE WORLD TO SHOW

I RETURN TO THE HALLWAY
A PENCIL IN HAND
DRAW A CROSS OVER SATAN
AND NOW TAKE MY STAND

THRU MY ART COMES THE MESSAGE
FROM OUR MADONNA MOST DEAR
REMAIN BY HER SIDE
AND THERE’S NOTHING TO FEAR

WITH BABY CRADLED NEAR ME
AND SLEEP NEAR BY AT BEST
MY MIND DID SEE A VISION
THAT WOULD NOT LET ME REST

THIS VISION NOW IMPLANTED
UPON MY “MIND’S EYE” FIRM
MY EYES LOOK, DOWN THE HALLWAY
MY HEART - IT TAKES A TURN

COME MORNING 1START
ARMED WITH BRUSHES IN HAND
AN EMPTY WHITE CANVAS
NOW I TAKE COMMAND

HER ROSARY BE MENDED
AT THIS TIME OF NEED
THIS “YEAR OF THE ROSART
WE NOW MUST TAKE HEED

A YOUNG LADY - A MADONNA
THIS VISION, OH SO CLEAR
BUT THE ROSARY THAT SHE GAZED AT
WAS BROKEN, I DID FEAR

AN ABSTRACT ONCE I PAINTED
WITH NO DEEP THOUGHTS IN MIND
I VIEW THERE NOW A SATAN
WHOSE FORM IS MOST DEFINED

THE PAINTING COMES QUICKLY
THOUGHTS BURNED IN MY MIND
THE MADONNA APPEARS NOW
THE VISION I FIND

HER GENTLE HANDS CARESSED
THE SOFTLY DRAPED BLUE BEADS
WHICH MADE THE VIEWER PONDER
THE REASON FOR THE DEED

RETREAT NOW TO THE KITCHEN
A BOTTLE I MUST WARM
MY MIND’S ALL IN A TURMOIL
I MUST NOW FIGHT THE STORM

THE WORK IS NOT FINISHED
SO, WITH RAG IN HAND
I WIPE GENTLY HER FEATURES
ON HER FACE - YEARS DO LAND

HER HAIR WAS SUGHTLY GOLDEN
THREE HALOS NEAR HER HEAD
ALL THREADS OF GOLD TOGETHER
TO BRING US BACK TO STEAD

HUNG HIGH UPON A HOOK
ABOVE SMALL ONES FAIR GAME
WAS MY ROSARY FROM LOURDES
NOW BROKEN - BOTH THE SAME

THE PAINTING’S COMPLETE
THEIR SWEET TEARS DO STAY
TO DELIVER A MESSAGE
ON THIS VERY DAY

ANNE STEFFAN GUNDERMAN
OCTOBER 26,2002

Donor Report

tion to this year’s Employee Annual
Fund Campaign. The financial
support of Daemen employees is a
wonderful example to our alumni
and the community. Many thanks
to Campaign Co-Chairs Margene
Weiss, Director of Conferences and
Events, and Mike Brogan, Associate
Professor and Chair of the Physical
Therapy department, for their hard
work in getting this initiative off
the ground.

Beginning this year, the annual
Donor Report will no longer be
printed in the spring issue of
Daemen Today. To better reflect our
fund-raising goals on a fiscal year
basis, the report will be placed in
the fall issue of Daemen Today, and
donor contributions from June 1 to
May 31 will be included in the gift
levels. However, for the fall 2003
Donor Report, all gifts from January 1,
2002 to May 31, 2003 will be
acknowledged. If you have any
questions, please feel free to con
tact the Office of Development at
(716) 839-8372.

Double Impact
Did you know that you could dou
ble the impact of your gift to
Daemen College with a matching
gift from your employer?
Companies such as Verizon,
AT&T, Xerox, JP Morgan Chase,
IBM, and many more will provide a
1:1 match, and sometimes a 2:1
match for your tax-deductible con
tribution. If you would like to
know if your employer will match

Employee Support
Faculty, staff and administrators of
Daemen have demonstrated their
vote of confidence in the College
by choosing to make a contribu

sn)WMifr>u

your gift, contact your human
resources office, or you can contact
Bonnie Bugbee in the Daemen
College Office of Development at
(716) 839-8468.

Annual Fund
Gosing
Many thanks to the over 400 indi
viduals who have chosen to make
a contribution to the 2002-2003
Annual Fund. Our fiscal year
comes to a close on May 31, and
we have raised nearly $80,000 to
support the College. It’s not too
late to make a gift to this year’s
Annual Fund! If you would like
to renew your support to this
year’s campaign, or become a
new donor to the college, please
use the enclosed gift envelope.
Your investment ensures our
continued success!
more >
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This Limited Edition Giclée is available on canvas and paper. Each Giclée is hand-signed by the artist.
Select from the following sizes:
ITEM

IMAGE SIZE

* Small Canvas
9 X 12 in.
Medium Canvas 14 X 18 in.
Large Canvas
18 X 24 in.
Small Paper
9x11.5 in.
Large Paper
14 X 18 in.

Name
FRAME SIZE

PRTCE
(Includes Shipping)

14.5 X 17.5 in.
19.5 X 23.5 in.
23.5 X 29.5 in.
18.5x22.5 in.
23 X 27 in.

$175.00
$350.00
$485.00
$180.00
$350.00

Shipping Address

City

State

Phone
E-mail address
Method of Payment:

*Most popular

Credit Card # _____
Item

Qty,

Price

Zip

□ Check

□ Money Order

□ Visa

□ MasterCard

_______________________ Exp. D a te ________________

Subtotal
Signature_________
Mail Order Form and Payment to:
Daemen College External Relations
Order Total

4380 Main Street, Amherst, NY 14226-9981
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Devdopment Office
Seeks Gass Agents
Congratulations to this year’s alum
ni who are celebrating an anniver
sary. During this year of celebra
tion, there are many ways that you
can show your support and com
mitment to the College. Why not
consider lending your help this
year by becoming an Annual Fund
Class Agent?
Each year, the Annual Fund
provides an important and ongoing
source of funds for the College.
These dollars are budgeted to
support scholarships and financial
aid, library resources, building
and property maintenance, utilities,
and supplies. Annual Fund dollars
literally touch the lives of every
student, faculty and staff member,
alumna, alumnus, parents and all
others associated with the College.
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By volunteering as Annual
Fund Class Agents, alumni can
play an important role in determin
ing the future of the College.
Alumni know the importance of
education in their own lives, and
they recognize its importance in
the lives of students today. Our
alumni are the best people to carry
this message to other alumni, and
to the community.
Here are just a few of the
responsibilities of an Annual Fund
Class Agent:
• Contributing to the Annual Fund
early in the fund-raising year
• Recruiting other members of the
class to serve on a subcommittee to
assist your efforts as Class Agent

• Thanking classmates who have
contributed to the Annual Fund
through face-to-face meetings,
written, verbal and/or electronic
communication
Significant resources are
required for Daemen College to
become the very best that it can
be. The efforts of the Annual Fund
Class Agents can inspire others
to support and invest in Daemen.
If you are interested in contacting
your classmates this year to help
raise money for the Annual Fund,
please contact the Office of
Development at (716) 839-8372,
or by email at bgemerek@daemen.edu.

• Along with your subcommittee,
soliciting classmates for gifts to the
Annual Fund through face-to-face
meetings, written, verbal and/or
electronic communication

M ark y o u r c a le n d a r n o w ...
The Daemen Golf Classic is set for M onday, Ju n e 1 £>, 2 0 0 3 a t beautiful
W estwood Country Cluh in Williamsville.
We look forward to an outstanding time as we raise scholarship funds to benefit the
students of Daemen College.
Keep your eyes peeled for a detailed invitation to follow...tell some friends and line up your
foursome now, set the date aside for a great day of golfingTb benefit the future-today.
Keep an eye on our website for further details w w w .d ae m e n .e d u /a lu m n i/g o lf

Interested in being a sponsor or just have questions? Call Daemen College at
7 1 6 .8 3 9 .8 3 6 4 .

A Letter from the
Director o f Alum ni
Relations
Spring 2003
My fellow alum,
The outreach of the alumni of Daemen College and
Rosary Hill College is so vast and diverse, stretching
across the many states of this fine country and extending
overseas into several foreign countries on different
continents. Our graduates are committed to making a
difference, no matter where they are found in the world.
The underlying concepts and commitment to the future
of the world around us has always been one of the tenets
of the College, from its founding in 1947 to the class
we most recently graduated in May 2002. The five
alumni we recently honored at Homecoming and Family
Weekend 2002 are shining examples of the selflessness
guiding our lives. As you read through this issue of
Daemen Today, I hope you are proud of this heritage;
these are the concepts and life principles which transcend
your collegiate experience.
In preparation for the 2003-2004 academic year, I am
working with the Student Alumni Ambassadors and the
newly elected Board of Governors to bring you news of
the coming programs and opportunities for you —our
alum. Your alumni association and the alumni relations
office are fostering a dynamic program to develop your
relationship with the college —as mentors, student
recruiters, chapter volunteers and governing leaders.
Contact our office to have your name included in the list
of people forging the future of Daemen College.
If you want to inform your friends and fellow alumni
about your achievements, contributions to the community,
successes, marriages, children, etc., please use the reply
card on page 34 and send it to our office for inclusion
in the next issue of Daemen Today. If you have an
engagement, wedding or newborn photo, please feel free
to include that with your submission —we will print as
many as possible, space permitting.

I am pleased to announce that Paula Justin has joined
the Alumni Relations staff as program assistant. She is
a welcome addition to the program, and will work with
the chapter leadership handling registrations for chapter
events across the country, as well as coordinating com
munications from the office.
Thank you so much for being a proud alum of the
College - 1 know I value my education and the personal
and professional development that occurred at Daemen,
and am sure that you do as well. My best wishes for a
pleasant, healthy and prosperous year.
Sincerely,

'9 Z
Peter L. Brodie ’92
Alumni Relations Director
(716) 839-8212 office telephone
alumni@daemen. edu/pbrodie@daemen. edu
www.daemen.edu/alumni
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Student Ahnmti Ambassadors Keep
Alumni and Students Connected

By Paul Chimera

Just like any close-knit family,
Daemen College believes in the
importance of staying connected to
its members, whether they’re close
to home, spread around the coun
try, or the world.
That family spirit is evident in
many ways at Daemen, including
the Student Alumni Ambassador
program, begun in November 2001
under Alumni Relations Director

Peter S. Brodie ’92. Its aim is to
leverage the power of current
Daemen students to make life-long
connections with alumni, a threeway benefit to alumni, student
ambassadors, and the college itself.
“The alumni will feel more like
‘I’m not just selling,”’ says Brodie.
“The student ambassadors can
come and talk about a variety of
things going on at alumn’s alma
mater and feel a more direct con
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nection. Alumni have great impact
on students.”
The program cuts both ways.
Alumni are updated on goings-on
at Daemen, retaining a kind of
“emotional” affinity with the
college, since alumni can relate to
when they once cracked the books
here. Likewise, students interact
directly with alumni who are work
ing in the same careers the
students plan to enter. “It
allows for a better connec
tion with people who have
already succeeded,”
declares Dave Kibby, a
sophomore from Moravia,
New York, studying biology
and planning to enter the
physician assistant pro
gram. Among activities
Kibby’s been involved in as
a student ambassador was
an alumni dinner at which
alumni awards were given
out. “It’s cool to listen to
their past experiences and
hear what they’ve accomplished,”
he notes. “It’s very interesting.”
Brodie explains that the program
grew out of his quest to enlist
student help with Homecoming.
That developed into a more formal
system of marshaling student talent
and initiative to focus on the
school’s all-important alumni.
Now Brodie has 16 undergradu
ate students, representing a crosssection of majors, who help cultivate

college-alumni communications,
interest, and support. Some
accompany him on trips to nearby
locations to points as distant as
Washington State.
“Students can talk about sus
tainability, civic engagement and
other activities,” says Brodie.
“Hearing from me is one thing,
hearing from students is quite
another!” He adds that the Student
Alumni Ambassador program also
has the benefit of preparing current
students for their role as Daemen
alumni and continuing members
of the Daemen family.
“Current students are our
future alumni. This is one way to
start educating them on how to
be an alum,” Brodie said.
To be a Student Alumni
Ambassador, a student must have
completed his or her freshman
year and maintained a minimum
2.5 grade point average (GPA).
Enthusiasm helps, too.
Gaelle Sampeur, an enthusiastic
senior from Haiti majoring in eco
nomics and marketing, is a natural
for the ambassador program, since
she's already been immersed in
college activities through her work
as a Resident Assistant (RA).
“It’s a good experience, because
you get to really be part of the
school and not just a spectator,”
says Sampeur. “You’re really making
a difference. I encourage everybody
to do it. At one point, Daemen

becomes a second family. Being an
RA, and helping with the alumni
ambassador program, has been
wonderful. I don’t think I could
have made it this far in a big uni
versity.”
Sampeur’s energy is echoed by
senior business administration
major Tiffany Thomas of Buffalo,
who plans to enter graduate school
in student personnel administra
tion. Thomas, whose long list of
Daemen activities includes her
work as an orientation leader and
peer mentor, among others, says
she became involved in the ambas
sador program “because I enjoy
helping others and I’m a ‘people’
person. It’s my time to give back.
Daemen really knows how to take
good care of you - food, residence,
etc. - which are good incentives.”
Thomas helped with the summer
Alumni Leadership Retreat, having
the honor of dining with Daemen
President Martin J. Anisman, and
has had the opportunity to network
with alumni. “I enjoyed controlling
traffic at the Distinguished Alumni
Dinner. Afterwards, I made sure
the guests were comfortable,
catered to their needs, and enjoyed
just being a part of the whole
event,” Thomas recalls.
Putting in personal time at
these and other occasions to inter
act with alumni is paying dividends.
“The networking is definitely help
ful to me now and for my future
plans,” Thomas continues. “I’ve
come across a few who’ve asked me
to submit my resume. I just thank
God that, as I get closer to the ‘fin
ish line,’ doors are opening for me.”
This kind of student involvement
is also likely to be a door-opener

for Mike Patane, another student
ambassador who’s helped with
leadership retreats, a fashion show,
chapter events and other alumnirelated activities.
Patane, a junior physician assis
tant major from Fulton, New York,
says, “I like to do these events
because I love hearing about the
history of the school and meeting
all the alumni who went here. I
also get to interact on a more per
sonal level with the administration.
Not only do the alumni know me,
but almost all of the school admin
istrators know me by name. That
really means a lot to me.”
Patane is also involved in a host
of other campus activities. He’s
Vice President of Governing, and
was Vice President of Collegiate
Affairs last year. “My work with the
Student Alumni Ambassadors has
really helped me to network with
various alumni and it’s nice to
know there are people who still
love to come back to Daemen and
help out. It makes me feel good to
know I'm going to a school that
has alumni involvement.”

Pictured left: David Kibby, Biology ’06 and
Tiffany Thomas, Business Administration ’03
enjoy a moment at the Daemen College /
Rosary Hill Alumni Association Buffalo
Chapter holiday party in December.
From top: 1. Also at the Buffalo Chapter
holiday party, Gaelle Sampeur, Business
Administration’03 enjoyed the holiday tree
in the lobby of Rosary Hall. 2. Chief Student
Alumni Ambassador Michael Patane, PA.’05
posed with his new friend, Buffalo Chapter
president Ann Dolores Attea Sapienza ’53.

Needed
to Feel
I Had
aVoice

Mimi Cuddy-Mierzwa ’85

Somehow, Mimi Cuddy-Mierzwa
always knew, from her childhood
days and while growing up in
Kenmore, that she was destined
for Daemen College. And, as life
unfolded, she was destined never
to leave, even if family and career
took her far afield.
Call it bonding, loyalty or a
simple devotion, but Daemen set
tled into Mimi’s blood early, and
even though the 1985 graduate
departed Western New York in
1990 to begin a new life in Laurel,
Maryland, about 400 miles distant,
she never really left.

Last fall, Mimi returned to
Daemen to deliver a rousing con
vocation address. “It was my first
attempt at public speaking,” she
confesses, “and it was apparently
a great success.” It came a few
months after the kick off event
for Daemen’s new ChesapeakePotomac alumni chapter - which
Mimi was instrumental in creating
- after three years of great effort
and strong support from Alumni
Relations Director Peter Brodie.
Today, she’s the chapter’s inaugural
president.
“I tried to capture the essence
of the deep sentiment that most of
us have for Daemen, and to convey
the fact that it lasts, even once you
have left the doors of Daemen
behind for a new chapter in one’s
life. It really does not feel like I
have been graduated from Daemen
for 18 years now, and I attempted
to convey that sentiment in my
address. Daemen is just as impor
tant to me now as it was on a daily
basis during 1981-1985,” Mimi
relates.
“For me, I equate Daemen with
a positive thread woven through
out my life. Without a doubt, it is
my parents who get the credit for
making me the person I am today.
They worked hard at providing
us with a loving and structured
environment, sprinkled with much
humor and laughter. We had the
freedom to stumble, but they were
always there to pick us up when
we needed the assistance. And,
they instilled a very strong work
ethic in me and my five sisters,”
Mimi says.

• “Daemen is a strong comple
ment, a reinforcement to that foun
dation of my life that was created
early on,” she continues.
Mimi’s association with Daemen
began literally at birth. Her father
is Dr. Edward Cuddy, longtime
professor of American history and
government at Daemen, who uses
Buffalo as a microcosm for the
study of American cities. Her
mother taught at Sacred Heart
Academy nearby on Main Street
for many years, including the time
when there was a close connection
between Rosary Hill College and
Sacred Heart, because both were
operated by the Sisters of St.
Francis of Penance and Christian
Charity.
“We lived in Kenmore, and
I practically grew up at Daemen.
Because my father taught there
we attended a lot of functions on
campus as a family. In my earliest
days, when I was only five or
six, I went to Daemen for piano
lessons. There was never a doubt
that I’d go there for my education,
as I had always felt very comfort
able at the College,” she recalls.
Consequently, after graduating
from - where else? Sacred Heart,
Mimi followed in the footsteps
of countless other Sacred Heart
graduates and continued her
education at Daemen.
She majored in accounting
and earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in the field.
“The profession of Accounting
is a natural extension of myself.
I’m a very organized and methodi
cal person. One cannot be highly

successful in this field if those two
components are not present. The
assumption by most people is that
if you’re good in accounting you’re
good in mathematics. The fact is,
nothing could be further from the
truth for me (and my 12-year-old
son still cannot understand why
I cannot help him with his math
homework!). I was terrible in
things like algebra, calculus and
geometry, but I used to love bal
ancing my mother’s checkbook,”
she laughs.
And, unlike many students,
Mimi didn’t wait until the end of
college or later to decide on a field
of interest. “I remember I made
that decision while still in high
school,” she recalls.
Because she was a commuter
student living at home, Mimi wasn’t
as involved in student life as much
as she would have liked, “but I was
still involved in some campus life.”
She also learned the world of work.
“I’ve worked since I was 17.
My first job was working for the
McDonald’s located across the
street from the UB South Campus,”
Mimi relates. She later progressed
into positions in customer service
at Wegmans Supermarket (where
she ultimately met her future
husband, Jerry Mierzwa), and
with unpaid accounting internships
arranged through Daemen at
CECOS International, a Niagara
County environmental firm.
“I wouldn’t be where I am
today without that customer
service background and my per
sonal commitnient to excellence, a
mantra that I developed while still

a student at Daemen,” she adds.
Daemen’s small campus envi
ronment was a plus for Mimi. “I
really needed a small college envi
ronment. I needed to feel I had a
voice there; I would have been
incredibly lost at a big university,”
she says.
“The faculty and students were
always very accepting and warm,”
Mimi continues. She uses her
father’s office as an example. “My
dad’s office always had coffee on
for his students, and the history
and government students and
other teachers were always drop
ping in to chat and debate. And
although I wasn’t in that academic
field, I always felt a welcome part

of the history and government
community, even when I was just
stopping by to see about a ride
home. It was always very unassum
ing and comfortable,” she relates.
Mimi and her future husband
became engaged during her senior
year and were married in Buffalo
that August, three months after
her graduation.
In 1990, Jerry accepted a posi
tion with a utility consulting firm
in the Washington, D.C. area, so
they moved to the Capital District
and settled in Laurel, the midway
point in the 40-mile-long
Baltimore-Washington corridor.
“I gave birth to our first son,
Tim, in Buffalo, and moved down
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here two weeks later,” Mimi notes.
After settling in, Mimi spent
her first three years working for
the lobbying organization for
public television stations in
Washington, a particularly arduous
20-mile commute each day.
The arrival of a second son,
Christopher, spelled the end of her
long-distance commute and “I just
couldn’t do that anymore,” she
says, so Mimi found a position as
a staff accountant only two miles
from home.
Mimi joined LCG Inc., a gov
ernment contractor specializing
in management solutions and
information technology consulting,
as a staff accountant back in 1993.
Ten years later, she is successfully
positioned as their Corporate
Controller. “I’m one of a five-mem
ber Executive Management team,”
Mimi says. In this capacity, she
is responsible for the company’s
day-to-day fiscal operations.
The company currently has
about 100 employees and about
$13 million in annual revenues. It
maintains branch offices in Rockville,
MD, Clinton, MD, and Rosslyn,
VA, in addition to the Laurel, MD
headquarters.
LCG is a consulting and tech
nology services firm with govern
ment, not-for-profit and private
sector customers. It offers manage
ment support and consulting
services that focus on assisting
their government clients with the
delivery of health and wellness
services to traditionally under
served populations, including
women, children, and minorities.
About three years ago, Mimi
decided to become more involved

with Daemen on the alumni level,
as a way of maintaining another
link with her alma mater.
“Ever since I left Daemen back
in 1985, my dream had always
been to return as an accounting
teacher and carry on my father’s
legacy. I wanted to maintain some
contact with the College,” she

explains, cognizant of the reality
that her life’s work, at least for
now, is in Maryland, not Western
New York.
“I knew there had to be some
other alumni here, so I started
working with the Alumni Office,
but we weren’t making a lot of
headway. When Peter Brodie came
on board, he heard the frustration
in my voice, but also sensed my
unwavering enthusiasm for this
effort and immediately offered
to help me. We know there are
about 100+ alumni in our area,
and about 40 expressed an interest
in a chapter,” she recounts.

Consequently, the ChesapeakePotomac chapter was formed
and held its kick off on June 22,
2002. Dr. Cuddy, her dad, was the
guest speaker, and the event was
well received.
Perhaps surprisingly, not all
chapter members are Buffalo
transplants. “A lot went to Daemen
as resident students,” Mimi notes.
W hen she isn’t working or
involved with Daemen alumni,
Mimi and her husband are
constantly on the go with their
three boys: Tim, who is now 12;
Christopher, age 9; and Jonathan,
who is 5.
“They’re all into sports: base
ball, basketball, and soccer (if
there’s a ball in motion, chances
are they’re chasing it). They are
on highly competitive travel
teams in baseball and basketball,
so we do a lot of traveling through
out Maryland and Pennsylvania,”
Mimi says.
They play through a local boys’
and girls’ club in the neighboring
town of Savage, MD. “I serve on
the Board of Directors as Treasurer
for the Savage Boys’ & Girls’ Club,”
she points out.
Mimi still finds occasion to
return to Buffalo. “Before 9 - 1 1 , 1
used to come up six or seven times
a year. But, that’s been scaled back
a bit now - to four or five times
a year,” she says with a laugh.
“We remain a very close-knit
family, and it doesn’t take me much
to find a reason to return home and it is always a nice feeling to
come home again.”
By Dale C. English

Daemen CoDege Names Five as
Distinguished Alumni for 2002
Daemen College named five
individuals as recipients of its
Distinguished Alumni Awards for
2002. The awards were presented
on campus November 8, during
Homecoming Weekend.
Susan E. Bennett ’77, was
named the 2002 Distinguished
Alumna. After receiving her degree
in physical therapy, Dr. Bennett
went on to earn a Master’s Degree
in health science at the State
University of New York at Buffalo
(UB). She subsequently earned a
Doctor of Education degree in
health behavioral science in 1988,
also from UB, where she is a clini
cal associate professor and director
of the Physical Therapy Program.
Dr. Bennett also works as a
contract physical therapist at
Kaleida Health/DeGraff Hospital,
and a research associate in rehabili
tation medicine for the Kaleida
Health System
in Buffalo.
A member of
the American
Board of
Physical
Therapy
Specialists
and a neuro
logic certified
specialist, she
is an expert
in neurorehabilitation - working
with those suffering from forms of
nerve disease.
Following her graduation from
Daemen, she served as academic
coordinator of tlinical education
at the College, then as a tenured

assistant professor of physical
therapy and acting departmental
chair until 1988. In 1990, Dr.
Bennett became the Division of
Rehabilitation Science chair,
director of the Physical Therapy
Program, and associate professor at
the D’Youville College School of
Health. In 1998, she was recruited
to develop the Physical Therapy
Program at UB at the doctoral level.
Joseph Winter ’89, received
an award for
dedication to
the College.
Winter, who
graduated
with a B.S. in
accounting, is
chief financial
officer and
treasurer of the
Erie County
Industrial
Development Agency. An adjunct
professor of business administra
tion at Daemen, Winter has
employed several Daemen interns
over the past four years; serves as
a coordinator for the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance Program
at Daemen; has been a volunteer
with events sponsored by the
Daemen Business Club; and served
as an Alumni Board member from
1997-98.
Allyson Willson ’99, is one
of two graduates who received
an award recognizing outstanding
service to their community. A
physical therapy major, Willson
followed a call and a vision that
took her outside of the United

States for her first professional
position, working for the
International
Committee
for Chinese
Orphans in
Tianjian,
China.
Through her
work at an
orphanage,
Allyson is
able to make
a difference
in the lives of
forgotten
children. In choosing to work
overseas, to assist residents of an
impoverished community in China,
Allyson cited the ideals espoused
by the Sisters of St. Francis, who
founded Daemen more than 50
years ago as Rosary Hill College.
Jean Dowd ’70, was recognized
by the College with an award for
outstanding service to the commu
nity. After sustaining a career-ending
injury caused
by a drunk
driver, she
looked for
ways to help
others avoid
a repeat of
her situation.
Dowd regular
ly gives talks
to high school
students on
the dangers of drinking and driving
- including photos of her mangled
car, and the terror and pain of her
accident. She frequently gives her
presentation to high school seniors
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in the days and weeks before prom
season. Additionally, she has spoken
to DUI offenders in town courts
in Cheektowaga, Amherst, Buffalo,
and Erie County, receiving com
mendations from law enforcement
officials and former offenders for
her efforts. Dowd’s injuries have
now confined her to her home,
with her activities limited by the
onset of Lupus.
Anne Gunderman ’63, owner
of Anne Gunderman Fine Arts
Ltd., was honored for outstanding
career advancement. Holding a
Master of Fine Arts degree,
Gunderman works in her 4,000square-foot studio on Delaware
Avenue in Buffalo. Her art and
paintings have been displayed in
the AlbrightKnox Art
Gallery, and
at many shows
and exhibits in
Western New
York, Florida,
and the
Hockey Hall
of Fame in
Minnesota. In
1979, she was
selected as the official artist for the
“International Year of the Child,”
and in 1980, she was the first artist
to be honored by an exhibit at the
National Women’s Hall of Fame.
As the official artist for Hospice,
in 1988, posters of her painting
“Metamorphosis” were distributed
throughout the U.S. Additionally,
Gunderman has painted on loca
tion around the world; she also
lectures and provides demonstra
tions at universities and schools
across the country.
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Chapter Updates
We are currently in the process of
forming three new chapters - the
alumni association is growing in
areas all across the country, and
could be coming to a town/city
near you! Perhaps you could form
a chapter;, call the alumni relations
office at (716) 839-8212 or email
alumni@daemen.edu to see if a chap
ter could be formed in your area.
ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA - Annmarie
Irene Berdanowicz George ’66 is
excited to be bringing the alumni in
the northwestern comer of Pennsylvania
together. As a music professor at
Gannon University, she has been
familiar with the higher education
setting since completing her studies
in music at Rosary Hill College.
There are approximately 80 alumni
in the area she hopes to bring
together to network, socialize and
work to benefit the college and the
alumni association.
SOUTHWESTERN TIER, NEW
YORK - there are six alumni from
different majors who gathered with
Peter Brodie ’92 in November 2002
and decided to see about forming a
chapter. There was such an interest
in the area that we will be planning
an event in the area in May 2003 to
kick off this chapter in a highly cul
tural area of Southwestern New York.
HOUSTON, TEXAS - published
children’s book author Eleanor Sojka
Tashenberg ’67 is excited about bring
ing together her fellow alumni in the
Lone Star State. She made the trek to
Daemen College to attend Homecoming
and Family Weekend 2002 with her
friend and fellow alumna, Mary Alice

Regan McClusky ’67. She met with
Peter Brodie ’92 and the process is in
place. We hope to plan an initial
meeting in summer 2003.
This brings our list of chapters being
developed or already formed to
include the following locations:
Albany, New York
Atlanta, Georgia
Buffalo, New York
Chesapeake-Potomac Area
Columbus, Ohio
Erie, Pennsylvania
Greater New York City
Houston, Texas
Missouri / Illinois
New England
Northern California
Orlando, Florida
Rochester, New York
Southern California
Southwestern New York
Syracuse, New York
Utica, New York
Washington State
Please check out the alumni relations
website for information on events
and chapter leaders in an area near
you. If you would like to form a
chapter, there is a link on how to
start one in your hometown.
w w w .d a e m e n .e d u /alu m n i

arnesi McNeill
food service and the fine arts, drama
and directing, playing
carpentry on

ftsman's level

When Jim McNeill became the
first man to receive a Bachelor’s
degree from then Rosary Hill
College in 1968, some might have
called him the ultimate non-traditional student in a day when the
venerable 8-4-4 academic sequence
was still the norm.
And, they’d be right. But then,
there’s little to classify as traditional
about Jim, a recently retired elemen
tary school teacher possessed of
boundless energy, a mischievous
sense of humor, a deep love of

family and friends, and a general
desire “to help out when people
need it.” Storytelling, with an
Irishman’s delight in telling them,
is a finely tuned art for this man
of many talents.
Jim’s career - academic and
professional - has spanned food
service and the fine arts, drama and
choral groups, acting and directing,
playing the trumpet, elementary
education and carpentry on the
master craftsman’s level. He’s spent
a summer studying music in the

Poconos with Fred Waring and
the Pennsylvanians, and many
more painting people’s houses.
He’s amassed over 249 hours of
undergraduate academic credit,
taken enough graduate courses at
three Buffalo-area colleges to earn
his permanent teaching certificate,
and recently discovered the virtues
of South Florida in February and
March.
Throughout have been two
strong constants: Kathy, his wife
of 35 years, and a love of music
and singing Jim first developed in
grammar school, at St. Joseph’s
University Church in Buffalo.
Jim, who’s been known to
joke that his Rosary Hill days were
“fifteen hundred girls and me,”
recalls that his entry into the then
all-girls Catholic college, heavily
staffed by nuns, was practically
happenstance. So was his ultimate
career as a teacher.
After completing elementary
school at St. Joseph’s, Jim attended
nearby St. Joseph’s Collegiate
Institute, a boys’ preparatory
school in Kenmore. “But, after
two years I discovered girls, and
switched to Kenmore West,”
Jim laughs in a display of his funloving brand of humor.
After graduation in 1963, he
enrolled in the food service admin
istration program at Erie County
Technical Institute (now Erie
Community College). There, “I got
involved in the band, the choral
group and generally kept up my
musical skills,” he explains. It also
led to school variety shows, where
Jim became acquainted with such

“Yes, I’m retired b u t I’m n o t.

55
• •
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support functions as set-building
and lighting, in addition to
performing on stage.
“At ECTI there was a girl who
was involved in music at Rosary
Hill and they were putting together
a musical comedy called ‘Salad
Days,’ Jim recalls. “I went over to
watch her and the next thing I
knew I was being auditioned and
igot the lead. They took a real flyer
on me!” he exclaimed. That’s how
he got started with Rosary Hill.
There, Jim met Sister Mary Frances
Peters, who was to become a friend
and facilitator for his entry into the
college. They stayed in contact
during 1964 and 1965 when Jim
was completing his ECTI associate’s
degree, capitalizing on a scholarship
to study with Fred Waring, and
awaiting entry into the undergrad
uate musical degree program at
Fredonia State College.
However, war clouds were
hovering. The Vietnamese conflict
was taking a massive escalation
with President Lyndon Johnson
committing entire combat units,
instead of “advisers,” to the war.
The draft was in full swing, and 20something men were ripe for Army
service and deployment overseas.
But, deferments were granted for
those enrolled full-time in a degree
program. That meant, among other
things, carrying at least 12 credit
hours per semester.
“Sister Mary Frances asked if
I might be interested in taking
gnmp courses at Rosary Hill, while
i
waiting for Fredonia. I jumped at
the chance, because I needed those
^ 12 hours and thought I had a
chance for admission,” Jim relates.

s
^
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In addition to his ECTI studies,
“I had skills in carpentry, I could
build sets, had done lighting, I
could act and knew music. Sister
Mary went to the president and the
next thing I knew I was offered the
opportunity to attend Rosary Hill,”
he continues.
“It also helped to be Catholic,”
Jim adds.
“My father was a little less than
pleased,” Jim deadpans, noting that
he was ticketed for the business
world. And, Jim had already reject
ed a food service career. “I decided
I didn’t want to do restaurant
work. The hours were too long.”
Jim completed the requirements
for a Bachelor of Science degree in
Theater Arts in 1968, three years
before the school went coed and
eight before it became Daemen.
He remembers that at first he
encountered what he calls “stereo
typed thinking” in the bachelor-inparadise vein, but that changed as
people realized that while the only
full-time male student, his mind was
on education, like everyone else.
“The school was a major
platform upon which to develop
my skills,” Jim says. “The breadth
of knowledge I received I couldn’t
believe. It was not only the knowl
edge of philosophy and theology,
but the skills gained from courses
as diverse as speech and writing,”
he says. To Jim, such courses have
been especially valuable in teach
ing, particularly in discovering
articulation difficulties in children
- problems that may be a manifes
tation of a larger disorder.
“Another thing I gained from
Rosary Hill was a deep respect for

the nontraditional roles some
women had to fill. It was particu
larly helpful in teaching in elemen
tary schools, where most of the
other teachers were women,” Jim
says.
He also learned about what’s
called the ‘gender gap’ today - the
disparity of opportunity for women
as opposed to men.
To Jim, that manifested itself
when his children - he and Kathy
have five, four of them girls began playing baseball. Girls
played softball, the boys, hardball.
Both McNeills became involved in
league operations.
“I was one of the first to put
everything on a computer. The pro
grams were growing in Amherst,
and ultimately there were 500 girls
in softball but only 300 boys in
baseball,” Jim recounts. However,
there weren’t nearly enough softball diamonds for the girls.
“We wound up going out and
building some of the fields the girls
still use today,” he notes.
Shortly before his graduation,
Jim and Kathy wed. And, despite
attending college with “all those
girls,” Kathy wasn’t one of them.
“She was a bookkeeper at J.W.
Danforth,” he says. “We got mar
ried on Dyngus Day because it was
the only day available.”
At the time, marriage gave
young men a lower draft classifica
tion than their single counterparts,
but, shortly after graduation, the
dreaded “Greeting” induction
notice arrived from the draft board.
Thanks to a rare asthma attack, Jim
was disqualified from service and
free to begin his working career.

He had yet to go near his first
elementary school classroom, but
that was about to change.
As Jim tells it, after graduation
he was singing in Buffalo’s thenfamous Capital Hill Show - an
annual roast for politicians - and
met City Comptroller George D.
O’Connell, who learned of Jim ’s
desire to become a teacher.
“He told me to come by the
office the next day. I did and he
introduced me to Dr. Joe Manch,
who was superintendent of
schools. The next week I started
subbing at School 9 in Buffalo,”
he relates.
Shortly thereafter the principal,
who discovered that this new sub
stitute had once been her paperboy,
recommended Jim for an appoint
ment to fill a midyear full-time
vacancy in the fifth grade at School
23 in Buffalo. Jim jumped at the
chance.
He also began graduate work
toward elementary education certi
fication, with Master’s courses at
Buffalo State College, the University
at Buffalo, and Niagara University.
Later, Jim transferred to the
Amherst Central School District,
where he taught the fifth and sixth
grades for 26, years first at the
Eggert Road School for 15 years,
and, after it closed, Windermere
Elementary. He retired two years
ago after 31years of teaching.
“I was hired on the spot, but
didn’t fill out the application
papers until the next year,” Jim
says of his move from Buffalo to
Amherst. He made the change because
Amherst offered additional paid
teaching programs in the summer.

It was a career he thoroughly
enjoyed. “Being a performer
helps teach almost any kid,” Jim
asserts. “Many of the kids I’ve had
in school are my friends today.
Some are now in their 40s,” he
adds. “And I was very fortunate to
work in my home town. Not many
people can do that anymore,” Jim
observes.
He and Kathy have lived in the
same home on Chateau Terrace,
only a mile from Daemen, for more
than 30 years. It’s a place where
they can keep tabs on their nine
grandsons, who range in age from
15 years to under one year.
“Yes, I’m retired but I’m not,”
Jim says. Among his activities is
service at the day-care center two
grandsons attend. “Officially I’m
the handyman, but sometimes I
pinch-hit in the classroom. And,
I make sure all the handicapped
equipment is up to spec,” he adds.
That’s important because one
grandson has a disability.
In addition to singing at St.
Timothy’s for three weekend Masses,
Jim does carpentry, repair, and
remodeling work, frequently with
son Jimmy. “We just did an eightcar garage at an apartment house,”
he points out.
“I like to help out when people
need it.”
However, in the dead of winter
- February and March - the lure
of sunshine takes over and Jim
and Kathy can be found in South
Florida at Lauderdale-by-the-Sea.

By Dale C. English

All alumni can
m ake updates online
through the D aem en
Alumni H om e Page.
You can also e-m ail
Alumni D irector
Peter Brodie ’92 at:
pbrodie@daem.en.edu

Every word, every gesture, every nuance he brought into the classroom displayed the
power of language. And he grew more eloquent with every incantation.
By Anthony Violunti ’75

Reprinted with permission, from the 1/5/03 edition of “First Sunday” in The Buffalo News.

“Now cracks a noble heart.
Good night, sweet prince,
And flights of angels sing thee
to thy rest!”
- from “Hamlet” by William Shakespeare

Finally, Masterson would bring
the cigarette to his lips and light it.
Invariably, he would take a long,
exquisite drag and exhale, all the
time staring at the ceiling. Almost
immediately, his students could see
the relief on his face.
didn’t walk into the room where he
It was 1972; I had just turned 23.
taught. He marched in, striding past
This was my first impression of the
us sitting in the wooden chairs, threw teacher whose “Survey of English
his book on the front desk and stared Poetry” was the first class I attended
us down. Then, he sat down and
at Rosary Hill College after deciding
to go back to school.
I had tried college once before,
bouncing around accounting courses
before realizing that accountants and
I had far less in common than what
would be necessary for me to last four
years. So I dropped out and worked
odd jobs while bumming around for
three years. I figured I could spend
the rest of my life alternating between
menial jobs and unemployment, or
John and Annette Masterson
give school one more try.
leaned back in the hard metal chair at
This time around, I decided to
the front of the classroom, repeatedly be an English major. And standing at
tapping at a pack of cigarettes before
the threshold of this rather feckless
pulling one out.
and arbitrary decision stood my first
Sometimes he would seem to for
professor, as rumpled as a man who
get the cigarette had yet to be lighted. had been up all night, revealing his
He would talk and hold the unlit ciga chain-smoking rituals at the start of
rette in his right hand, using it almost his first class, giving the unmistak
as a prop to make a point with an
able impression of someone who
expressive gesture. After an agonizing lived life hard and wasn’t ashamed to
five minutes or so - my God, would
show the effects of it. He was 53, but
he ever light it? - Masterson put the
looked far older.
cigarette in his mouth and pulled out
“Why study poetry?” I remember
some matches.
him asking in class.

John Masterson

Then he started teaching his class,
and the inevitable transformation
followed. Masterson would launch
into long passages of his beloved
Chaucer or Shakespeare or William
Blake or John Donne, accurately
recalling sections for sometimes 10
minutes or longer. Those passages
would unleash a new personality.
“He would generally become fuller,” a
colleague recalled. His raspy, coughing
voice, usually low and calm in con
versation, projected a different tone.
Now he sounded like a Scotch-soaked
Richard Burton, worn but still magnif
icent. When Masterson recited a pas
sage - from the bawdy “Canterbury
Tales” to the solemnity of “Death Be
Not Proud” - he poured emotion into
it, matching the evocative words
with every ounce of energy he had.
Sometimes he would scream; other
passages were spoken in a whispery,
melancholy voice. It depended on the
material. But each time he was like a
plant taking in water.
Each class we met a new character.
Masterson could be Hamlet, Othello,
Lear or even Desdemona.
“Dezz-dee-MOAN-ahhhh,”
Masterson would say, almost singing
her name in a slow cadence, savoring
each syllable and emphasizing “moan”
in a way which only added to the
agony of Othello’s wife.
That was Masterson. Every word,
every gesture, every nuance he
brought into the classroom displayed

the power of language. And he grew more
eloquent with every incantation.
“Why study poetry?” he asked again,
theatrically putting out his ashes in one of
those generic foil ashtrays found in college
classrooms. In Masterson’s world it was like
asking “why breathe?”
For him, poetry and literature were the
essence of life. Make that the essence of
coping with life.
“There will be times in your life when
you feel an emptiness,” I remember him saying
that first day, “and poetry will fill that void.”
He was looking out at the class when he
said those words, but somehow he seemed to
be staring right at me. Suddenly, in my first day
back at college, being an English major was vital
to me. It mattered. I wanted to learn about
reading and writing. Masterson made literature
and poetry real. He made them relevant.
And eventually, I understood the answer to
his question.
“All the world’s a stage,
And alhthe men and women
merely players;
They have their exits and their entrances,
And one man in his time plays
many parts.”
- Jacques in “As You Like It.”

It was 1977, two years after graduation;
I was 27 and about to play a new part: father.
My daughter, Heather, was bom in January,
during the days of the infamous blizzard. My
wife, Andrea, had just completed her 28th week
of pregnancy. She woke up in severe pain in the
middle of the night. She was rushed to Mercy
Hospital in a snowstorm and gave birth. Our
daughter, Heather, weighed 2 pounds at birth
and had less than a 50-50 chance of survival.
The baby was quickly transferred to the
intensive care nursery at Children’s Hospital
while my wife stayed behind at Mercy Hospital.
I was home alone. The raging snowstorms
added to my isolation; it was all but impossible
to leave the house.
Masterson and Shakespeare class, from 1954-55 yearbook.
Inset: Masterson faculty portrait, 1952.
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Sitting at a desk near the back of
Masterson’s classroom, I never imag
ined I’d be in this situation, facing
questions of life, death and isolation.
I always thought that was only for
Hamlet or Lear or other characters in
some Shakespearean drama. But now
it was happening to me.
I remember thinking of Masterson then at least once. His enduring
lesson was to be ready, at least
emotionally and intellectually, for
the hard times. He was all about
how the lessons and meanings of
literature and poetry can teach us
the courage to endure. And courage
wasn’t just something that mattered
to Othello and Hamlet.
“True nobility is exempt from
fear,” he would read from “Henry
VI.” His voice was so forceful you

Masterson at work, from the Summit 1954.

wanted to run out of that room
and take on the world. Too often,
though, “the world is too much with
us,” as William Wordsworth wrote.
The world was too much with

me that January in 1977. But
Masterson’s words and lessons
were a comfort. My daughter
survived. A few months after her
birth, she was released from the
hospital. She went on to become an
honor student and graduated from
the Yale School of Drama. Today she
is in Stratford-upon-Avon, England,
studying for her doctorate at the
Shakespeare Institute. Masterson
would have liked that. She would
have liked him. They never met.
But somehow I feel he is, in some
way, part of her spirit. She can quote
at length from “Richard III,” too.
Masterson taught at Rosary Hill
(now Daemen College) since it
opened in 1948, the only professor
in the English department then.
For him, college provided a differ
ent stage and a new role. He was a
paratrooper in the U.S. Army dur
ing World War II and was dropped
behind enemy lines during the
D-Day invasion of Normandy. He
never talked about those combat
experiences in class.
Masterson once described his
philosophy of teaching as, “the need
to pass on the permanent heritage
of great literature, the necessity of
forming mature taste by exposure
to good literature (and) the value
of the discipline of much reading.”
Sir Francis Bacon’s “Reading
maketh a full man” was one of his
favorite quotes.
One day in class, Masterson
seemed in a playful mood.
“Mr. Masterson,” I told him,
“sometimes it’s hard to understand
all this stuff you teach. I mean, you
grew up on Shakespeare, I grew up
on the Beach Boys.”
Masterson, who had probably

never heard of the Beach Boys,
looked at me incredulously and
actually smiled. He put his cigarette
to his mouth, gazed out the window
and responded.
“Mr. Violanti” (he always called
his students Mr. or Mrs. or Miss),
he said, “you just keep reading.
Someday you will understand.”
The e-mail came from one of my
former professors. John Masterson,
83, died Nov. 8. He had suffered from
heart problems for years. Masterson
retired from Daemen in 1999, but
was still teaching courses on Chaucer
and Shakespeare.
Thirty years had passed since that
day I first saw him in poetry class.
I had not seen him since graduation,
odd for someone whose words I still
hear so clearly. I wanted to find out
what happened to him and whether
he still mattered to students the way
he mattered to me. I drove into the
Daemen College parking lot on a
cold fall day.
I walked up the staircase leading
to the English Department in Duns
Scotus Hall. Peter Siedlecki, an
English teacher and now dean of
Arts and Sciences, had known and
worked with Masterson since the
1960s. Siedlecki said Masterson had
suffered a series of heart attacks but
had recovered, had even given up
smoking. But his health continued
to decline.
“I told him, John, why don’t
you retire and enjoy the time you
have left?”’ Siedlecki said. “I can’t,”
Masterson replied to Siedlecki,
“I wouldn’t know what to do if I
couldn’t teach.”
J. Edward Cuddy, a longtime his
tory professor at Daemen, was a pall
bearer at Masterson’s funeral. “When

we were lifting the casket to the
hearse, another pallbearer said to
me, ‘J ohn must have put on weight,
I didn’t know he was this heavy.’ I
told him: ‘That’s not John, it’s his
books. He’s taking them with him.’”
Death was not far from
Masterson’s mind in his later years.
“He once said, he wanted to die
at his desk, surrounded by all those
books,” Robert A. Morace, an
English professor, said.
Annette Masterson, his widow,
said her husband had one last
request. “He said he wanted his
gravestone to read: John T. Masterson: Teacher. I told him, ‘but John,
wouldn’t you rather have it read
professor?’ ‘No,’John told me, ‘I
want it to read ‘teacher’ because
that’s what I loved to do.’ ”
Masterson was a traditionalist,
Siedlecki said, but not a traditional
college professor. “He didn’t get
published, he didn’t go to confer
ences and he never finished his
Ph.D. But he was brilliant. He had a
capacity for enthralling in the class
room. He did it out of love. The fact
he gave so many students a love of
literature, that’s what made him so
special. Isn’t that what teaching is
all about?”
Joelle Schelhaus, 20, is a senior
at Daemen. She took Masterson’s
course in freshman literature, and
also his Shakespeare class.
“He could make language come
alive,” Schelhaus said. “I remember
we studied “Othello” in class,
and he got so excited about it.
There was never a moment in his
class when you weren’t learning
something.”
Sometimes, Masterson was so
wrapped up in his class, he ignored
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>
Masterson attending the 1960 Christmas Dance.

the world around him. That hap
pened Sept. 11, 2001, the day of the
terrorist attacks.
“He had no idea what had hap
pened when he came to class that
morning,” Schelhaus said. “We were
all trying to figure out a way to tell
him. Finally, we told him what had
happened, and he talked about vio
lence and related it all back to
Shakespeare.”
Blood, pain, romance, brother
hood - it was all there in Master
son’s books. And in my life and
every life.
“King Lear” was one of
Masterson’s favorite plays. Lear
was a proud, vain man who finally
found out what really matters in
life through the love of his daugh
ter, Cordelia.
“The weight of this sad time we
must obey,” Masterson would quote
from “Lear,” reciting it with insight
and vulnerability. “Speak what we
feel, not what we ought to say.”
Speak what we feel. Articulate
our emotions. Understand the

world. Set priorities. Face ourselves
honestly. It was all part of Masterson’s
class, even in his declining years.
“We were always worried when
he started coughing,” Schelhaus
said. “But when he got up to lecture,
he just seemed to find new energy.”
The old classroom where I first
saw Masterson lecture was down
the hall from Siedlecki’s office. I
walked to the door and peered
inside the empty room. I closed my
eyes and let myself remember once
more. I could see him in front of
the room, reciting passages from
Plutarch:
“The very spring and root of
honesty and virtue lie in good
education.”
I walked down the staircase
and into the parking lot. I was outside
the sanctuary of the college and
back in the real world. But I wasn’t
alone. I had the shelter of language
and literature to get me through the
hard times. Just like Mr. Masterson
taught me.
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Homecoming
and Family
Weekend 2003
Celebrating
Excellence

Homecoming and Family Weekend
is a celebration of the excellence
that Daemen College, and Rosary
Hill before it, produced in their
students. The 2003 Homecoming
and Family Weekend promises to
do just that; amazing plans are
underway for a weekend full of
fun, educational, and intriguing
events and seminars designed for
families and friends of the College.
We have already started the plan
ning process for what we hope will
be a wonderful trip down memory
lane for those alumni celebrating
anniversaries of their academic
successes, and for those who have
joined us for a weekend of discus

sion, entertaining events, and
heartwarming camaraderie. Your
presence at Homecoming and
Family Weekend 2003 will make
the weekend even more special for
students, families and alumni.
As in past years, we are working
with alumni from each of the class
years to plan and coordinate an
event specific to their class. We
have class agents and correspondents
from 1953, 1958, and 1963 and
will be in touch with other classes
to start arranging events for Home
coming and Family Weekend, or
for any time throughout the year.
If you have an interest in assisting
with this planning process, please
contact Peter L. Brodie ’92, Alumni
Relations Director, at pbrodie@daemen.edu or (716) 839-8212.

We look forward
to seeing you this
year on November
7th, 8th & 9th!
Mark your calendar!

Daemen
CoUege Class
Correspondent
Responsibilities
Daemen College relies on you to
communicate on a regular basis
with your classmates. You repre
sent a vital link between the
College and its alumni.

Class Correspondent
Responsibilities Include:
•Recruiting other members of the
class to serve on a subcommittee to
assist your efforts as Class
Correspondent
•Along with your subcommittee,
surveying your classmates for dates
for reunion and other social/networking events
•Designing, implementing and
mailing the invitations to the
reunion
•Coordinating hotel blocks for the
out-of-town guests for the reunion
•Writing or editing letters to class
mates as necessary to encourage
participation in the reunion
•Communicating news of classmates
to Daemen College as necessary
•Participating in regional events
when possible

An effective Class
Correspondent Possesses:
•Recognition of the need to com
municate, network and engage
alumni as a class leader
•A willingness to solicit classmates
to encourage participation in
reunions
•A strong commitment to Daemen
College and its mission
•An ability to communicate this
enthusiasm for Daemen College to
his/her classmates
•An understanding of the institu
tional mission, core competencies,
and priorities as they emerge

Elizabeth DuRoss Liddy, ’66,
English, of Syracuse, professor of
information studies and director of
the Center for Natural Language
Processing in the School of
Information Studies at Syracuse
University, was recently
profiled in the winter issue of
Syracuse University Magazine.

Mary Anne Kermis, ’68,
Chemistry, was appointed as the
Assistant Superintendent for

adolescent religious education
and youth ministry. In addition,
she is a frequent presenter and
trainer at national and regional
ministry gatherings. Marilyn
also received the 2002 Bishop
McNulty Award for service
to youth from the Diocese
of Buffalo.

m

70s
Marilyn Kielbasa, ’73, Music,
was the recipient of a National
Youth Ministry Award at the
2002 National Conference on
Catholic Youth Ministry. Through
her work with St. Mary’s Press in
Winona, MN, she has written or
edited over thirty publications for

Christine Kloch
Smyczynski, ’79,
Business, and hus

band Jim had their
fourth child, Joseph Stanley, bom
on May 14, 2002. He joins Andy
(12), Peter (10), and Jennifer (7).
Christine works part time as a
freelance writer.

Clas s Notes

60s

Human Resources of the
Kenmore-Town of Tonawanda
School District in Kenmore, NY,
in September 2001. Currently,
Mary Anne resides in Clarence,
New York with her husband,
Allan Collins, and two children,
Elizabeth, (13) and Allan, (6).

Keep us informed! You can appear in the next Class Notes!
The Alumni Relations Office wants to keep in touch with you, our Alumni. Your input allows us to provide you with
better services. Fill out the form below on both sides and drop it in the mail to us; we look forward to hearing from
you. Send to: Alumni Relations Office, 4 380 Main Street, Amherst NY 14226 (You may also do this online at
www.daemen.edu/alumni).
Current Name:

Name while attending College:.

Current Address (is this a new address?):
City/State/Zip:________________________
Day phone:
Please call me:

Evening phone:
O Day

□ Evening

Preferred em ail:____________

Job News - announce thqt promotion or job change (including retirement) that you have worked so hard to earn. Let your classmates
and fellow alum know of your achievements.
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We want your pictures!

80s
D on H ogan, ’8 0 , Sociology, recen t

90s

(& _

i*| k T racy Teich G iacobbi,

ly was guest speaker for Russell Sage

’9 0 , P h ysical Therapy,

College Foren sic Psych Program

and husband Ja y are the

Graduate School. He also coached

your engagement, wedding, new-

proud parents o f a son,

W atervliet H igh Sch oo l Football

Andrew Ja m es, b o m on O ctob er 8,

Team to its second consecutive

2 0 0 2 . Tracy w orks w ith Via H ealth

Buckley D ivision League

H om e Care in Rochester, NY as a

C ham pionship. D on resides in

physical therapist.

W atervliet w ith his w ife, Patti, and
daughters, M eaghan and Bridget.

of the Alum sending in the

He continu es to w ork as a Foren sic
Psychologist at R ensselaer C ounty
C orrectional Facility (1 6 + years).

on the back in order to insure

B rian P u m ford , ’9 0 ,
*

Psychology, and his wife
had a baby girl, Clair
Frances, on D ecem ber

13, 2 0 0 2 , w ho jo in s b roth er
C h a rle s F ly n n , ’8 4 , En glish ,

Andrew David (2 ) and sister

was elected State V ice-C hair NYS

Em m a Kate (1 5 m onths).

Ind epend ence Party in Septem ber
2 0 0 2 . He is a B roker/O w ner o f Erie
R elocation Realty, Inc.

Marriages - we are honored to announce the marriages of our alumni - many alum are marrying each other!

Births - your child(ren) can join our Baby Bear Club if you tell us when they were bom. We’ll send the child a letter and a
Daemen College Baby Bear. ________________________________________________________________________________________

Memorials - tell us of the recent death of an alum or friend of the college.

Change of Address - let us know where you are - we reconnect many friends to rekindle old friendships, help reunite sororities/
fraternities, social clubs, etc. We can’t put your old friends in touch with you if we can’t find you!

Fond Memories - tell us of one event (or many) which you remember the most from your experience at the College. Send a
message out to your friends and family. ___________________________________________________________________________
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a *jjjiL Susan

Kaczynski
Cajigas, ’92, Physical
Therapy, gave birth to
Daniel Scott on March 8,
2002. He joins a 6-year-old brother
named Tyler and 3 1/2-year-old sister
named Sarah.
Michelle Bursik
Randall, ’92,
Administrative Studies,
gave birth to Zachary
Joseph on October 15, 2001.
Michelle and husband Paul are
expecting their second child in
April 2003.
\ Brian Conly, ’95,
^Physical Therapy, was
married to Debbie Roth on April 6,
2002, in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Travis & Jennifer
B y Dulkiewicz Dewyea, ’95,
/
Physical Therapy,
announce the birth of
Eric, born on June 3, 2002. Eric
joins his two sisters, Skylar, (4)
and Mikayla, (2).
a

Rochelle Williams Murray,
’95, Physical Therapy,
and her husband
announce the birth of
their first child, Matthew William,
on November 6, 2002.
Maria Balzer McKendry,
’96, Physical Therapy,
married Eric-on
September 1, 2001, and
they now have a daughter, Emily Rose,
bom on November 3,2002. Marie
has been staff physical therapist at

Buffalo Medical Group, PC. in
Williamsville, NY since 1996.

▲'fjBU Leanne Ropetski Hains,
^ ^ ’97, Physical Therapy
and Brian Hains, ’96,
'
Physical Therapy,
welcomed their second child,
Owen Brian on September 5,
2002. Leanne & Brian also have a
2-year-old daughter named Olivia.
Michael Nevil, ’98,
| Business and Tracy
Tamburo, ’98,
Administrative Studies, are
scheduled to be married in
October 2003. Michael works as a
supervisor for a trucking company
and Tracy works with adults with
disabilities. They have not decided
on a honeymoon destination, but
are thrilled to be tying the knot.

husband Randy are expecting
their first child in March 2003
Kimberly works as a no-fault
claims examiner for New York
Central Mutual Insurance.

Debbie Roth, ’99,
Physical Therapy was
married on April 6, 2002
to Brian Conly in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Jeremy and Erin Scee
^ Cook, ’99, Physical
Therapy, were married on August
31, 2002. Jeremy works for North
Country Orthopedic Group and Erin
works for Milestones Pediatric Therapy
Services, both in Watertown, NY.
.Heather Adams
Newman, ’99, Social
Work, and husband
Jason welcomed their first
child, Joshua Tyler, on October 4,2002.

W k Jeremy and Jody

Duncan Smith, ’98,
V Physical Therapy, were
married on April 10,
1999. They had their first child,
Lydia Mae, on May 6, 2002. Jody
worked at the University of
Virginia Medical Center until the
birth of Lydia Mae.
Lisa Tabone Zambron,
^ ’98, Physical Therapy,
has been a physical therapist at the
Elmwood Health Center in Buffalo,
NY, since graduation. Lisa married
Dr. Mark Zambron on June 23,
2001 .
Kimberly Brennan Butts, ’99,
History & Government, and

00s
Kimberly Stewart
Bonuito, ’00, Special
Education, and her hus
band Chris welcomed the
birth of their first child, Olivia
Marie, on June 14, 2002.
Tim Anderson, ’01,
Physical Therapy, was
married to Kimberly Schroeder,
’02, Special Education.
Sandra A.Weaver
Swanson, ’01,
Humanities, was married to
Michael Paul on May 25, 2002.
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■
Kim berly Schroeder,
’02, Special Education,
was married to Tim Anderson,
’01, Physical Therapy.

“It Was a Labor o f Love"
“It was very different in those days. We were trying to build a college,”
says Ann Dolores Sapienza.
It was Rosary Hill College, of course. Following the end of World War

Kathleen Marie
Cunningham Kappel,
’02, Physical Therapy, was mar
ried on October 19, 2002 to
Robert Jason Kappel. The newly
weds will make their home in East
Amherst, NY.

II, returning soldiers entered American colleges and universities in record
numbers, thanks to the G I Bill. But since there was limited space, women
seeking to attend college often found themselves left out. The result was an
immediate corresponding need for schools to educate women, which was
the reason Rosary Hill was started in 1947 by the Sisters of St. Francis.
Dolores Attea Sapienza received her diploma from Rosary Hill College
in 1953 as a member of the second class to graduate (there were only
about 30 students). The College was not yet accredited, but the Sisters of
St. Francis were working diligently toward achieving that goal. As Dolores

In Memorium

recalls, the students were doing everything they could to help them.

Joseph J . Yelich
1/8/36 - 9/15/02
Professor,
Education

efforts focused on building the College,” she says. “It was the most impor

“For a number of years throughout the 50s, in fact, community service
tant goal for the Sisters and the students.”
Rosary Hill was growing rapidly, adding programs, faculty and stu
dents. O f course, funding was needed to accomplish this. Tuition, about
$300 per year, was one source. But, Dolores remembers, everyone in the

Mary Jane Ziegler
4/12/44 - 4/23/02
Secretary, Visual &
Performing Arts
John T. Masterson
12/19/18 - 11/8/02
Associate Professor, English

Rosary Hill community became very creative in coming up with other
sources.
“Money was raised through dances, monthly fish fries, picnics, parties,
and even fashion shows. Nearly everything we did involved fund raising.
We were very successful, and accomplished our goals through our volun
teer efforts.”
At the time, helping the community meant helping the College. Even
though the College was not accredited until it was nearly 10 years old,

Note:
Valerie Bast Guenther ’61, History,
was incorrectly listed as deceased
in the Spring 2002 issue of Daemen
Today. We regret the error.

Rosary Hill represented a real opportunity for women’s education. Not
surprisingly, all of those who attended and graduated in the early years
always gave it their total support.
Part of that support came from organizations that helped build cam
puses and programs. The National Student Association, which promoted
student interests and coordinated activities between campuses, was one;

Virginia Bast ’68, Art, of Detroit,
MI passed away on March 6,
2001. She was the sister of Valerie
Bast Guenther ’61, History.

the National Federation of Catholic College Students was another.
For Dolores and other Rosary Hill students who gave so much time and
effort toward building their institution, it really was community service.
“Just think of all the students who have received their education from
this College. Then. And now. We saw it as a labor of love. And it was. ”
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Above: The traditional Moving Up Day Rose Ceremony, May 1953.
From left: G.S.A. Past President Ann Deck ’53 installs officers
Rosemary Attea ’54, Janet Conley ’54, Margaret Lenahan ’55,
and Ann Lalley ’56.
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D aemen C ollege
R osary H ill C ollege

1952: Enrollment grows to 274. Rosary Hill College graduates its
first class of 26.
In the News: Eisenhower defeats Adlai Stevenson for president.
SONY introduces pocket-sized transistor radio.
The cost of a quart of milk is 25 cents.
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April

May

June

APRIL 15

MAY 8

JUNE 7

Academic Festival

Buffalo Chapter - Cocktail Party and

Class of 1953 Reunion

Student presentations and exhibits

MusicalFare Theatre “Stories of Life”

2:00 PM - Commemorative Mass

throughout the day, all over campus.

RSVP by May 1, 2003

3:00 PM - Campus Tour / Video
4:30 PM - Cocktail Reception

APRIL 24

MAY 14-17

Student Leadership Awards Reception

Graduation Week Activities
JUNE 16

11:30 AM - Alumni Lounge • Students
‘

are recognized for their contributions to

MAY 16

SalomonSmithBamey Daemen Golf

student life on campus. Sponsored by

Graduation Rehearsal and

Classic

the Student Affairs Office.

Graduation Yearbook Photos

11:00 AM - Lunch

1:00 PM - Wick Dining Room

12:00 NOON - Shotgun Start
Westwood Country Club

APRIL 25
Community Service Awards Reception

Baccalaureate Ceremony & Reception

7:00 PM - Alumni Lounge • Students are.

8:00 PM - Wick Social Room

JUNE 19
Buffalo Chapter Recognition Dinner

recognized for their community

IIHIJI

5:30 PM - Reunion Celebratory Dinner

6:30 PM - Cocktails

service activities • Sponsored by the

MAY 17

Service Learning Department.

Commencement

7:15 PM - Dinner

2:00 PM - Kleinhans Music Hall

Janice B. and Adrian E Dedecker,
Jr. Parlor, Rosary Hall

i Hill
Julina Seeley, Natural Science-Physical Therapy ’06, during a lighter moment on a Students
Without Boarders trip to the Dominican Republic where she participated as a translator.

D aem en C ollege is a priv ate, n o n se cta ria n , co e d u catio n al, career-orien ted liberal a rts college. T h e C ollege su b scrib es to all s ta te and
federal regu lation s p roh ibitin g d iscrim in ation o n th e b asis o f ra ce , colo r, s e x , religion, age, disability, nation al origin, v e te ra n s ta tu s o r
m a rita l sta tu s. D aem en C ollege’s n o n d iscrim in atio n p o licy com p lies w ith all c u rre n t sta tu te s an d ap p lies to ad m ission , em p lo ym en t,
an d a c ce s s to all p ro g ram s, se rv ice s, an d o th e r activ ities offered b y th e C ollege.
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